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FERNVOR S JIESSAGE. |nate. There must be some substantial cause | origin in their widely different moral and in- ' T would

anbicipate such ebjeetion sud pres | poor, moral and intelligent alike, and lt'n.l-ces

mr i

Jemen of the Senate and House:
Yo assemblage at the capitol of the
i, [y pursuance of thg requirements of
by, ind 0 accordance with the forms of the
L netiiation, clotheq with the high powers
lgislation. touching the present and future
| perity of OUX common country, presents
Fiuble occasion for the expression of our
sude 10 the God of the universe, for the
Linrs of health, peace, prosperity and
it harvests with which, through the
oensation of his kind providence, we have
blessed during the past year,
goming as you do, fresh from the bosom
people, imbued with the brightest and
s confidenee of your constituents, and
g guided, as I have no doubt you are, by
mlightened perception of their several
ges and interests, would seem in a great
qare 10 dispense with the duty enjoined

!'nr our exception from intestine war, while,
in most other countries, that fatal scourge to
good order, and to the great body of the peo-
ple, has been o long aud so often felt. I
altribute our good fortune in this particular,
to the moral and intellectual acquirements
possessed by the American people. Intes-
tine commotions is an unerring evidence of
the existence of an oppressive government,

prevalence of a bad social system, or an im-

tionary fathers by a single, though long
protracted and bloody, yet signal and glori-
ous struggle, emablished a free and republi-

scendants; the people who should follow
after them, at perfect liberty to mould, at!
will, their own system of civil polity. This
form of government and this liberty are in- !

ge by the constitution.  The duty, how-
v, being enjoined on the chief magistrate, |
jhat the legislature may, at an early |
e of its session, have a general view of

valuable inheritances to every lover of civil
liberty and equality of rights. Tt is the im- |

and points with unfailing certainty to the |

perfect political organization. Our revolu- |

can form of government, and left their de- |

tellectual education,

I consider the establishment of schools
and the promotion thereby of education in
the United States, to be the only successful
mode of perpetuating the present form of
lgnwn_um-ut, and that the wloption of this
' mode is as imperstive a daty upon the ad-

[ ministrators of the federal and state govern--

'ments, as is the duty to support and main-
tain the Clonstitutions of the :r"ailu-[i'.'l_- =
vernments.  Without the promotion of edu-
| cation. free governmen! from its natuve and
ingredients, and being fovnded upon morali-
'I's' and inlr”s]_'r-!u'r‘, cannol be 5li(.'l'l".'|'.‘l.|.|“x
| maintained,

The government of the United States has
not been unmindful of the important duty
enjoined on it by the form of the govern-
ment, as to the subject of education.  I'hat
common {ree schools misht be estallished
and the education of the youth mizht be
promoted, the United States has donated, or

sume to controvert it. I am fiee to adiuit,
in the outse, that the people of the state, ut

liu.lu alike worthy aud useful eitizens, Iy
therelore qualifies alike the rich aud (he

peralivg Quly (_]f the lovers of civil, political, | at least reserved, inall the new states, to the
and religious liberty, who inherit these in-| people of each townslip one seetion of land,

wndition of the affairs of the state, I | estimable blessings, and more especially | and for the purpose of establishing higher
d to give you such information of the | those, in whose hands the administration of | grades of schools, for instance, colleges i
..:I'lilg goveinment, and to rccommlmd to | such government is from time to time placed, a university, it has made liberal donations.
seonsideration such measures as, in my | to perpetuate the inestimable blessings in all | 'The United States having performed its part,
goent, are deemed necessary and expe- | time to come. | with some show, at least of liberality, it now
i1 the present time, This important and eritieal, vet pleasing | remains for this state to consummate the
Sace the adjournment of the last regular | duty, devolves upon you, as the representa- great work. It is uscless to expect to pro-
sion, the late long continued depression | fives of a free people.  The measures by | mote education withoutsome cost.  Educa-
mbarrasment of financial affairs through | which free government can be established | tion is important to the private interests of
pihe civilized world, has reached to, and | and most effectually perpetuated, are qles- | the citizen, and is a vital principle and an
e by, what we may have much reason | tions of great magnitude. Speculative wri- indispensible ingredient inarepublican form
hope, and even believe, its-final erisis,.— ters, on the nature and proper elements of of government, and cannot, from its nature,
fing the fall and winter of the year A. D. | free government, have agreed that civil rights | be obtained without a cost in some measure
B, aud the past spring, prices of every |and political power can only be safely ex- | corresponding to its utility and value. No
ription of property fell to the lowest | tended to the mass of any people, when gen-  pecuniary aid has been extended to eduea-
pt perhiaps, ever known in the history of | eral intelligence and pure morality have been | tionby the legislationin thisstate, "The legis-
wantry; but, sinee that time, prices have | widely diffused, and exert a controling in- | lature has heretofore entrusted this impor-
mied steadily, though slowly and gradu- | fluence. ‘I'hen moral and intellectual edu- | tant subject to the management and to the
1o advance.  Business has revived.— | cation are the means, and the only means, | voluntary contributions of the citizens of
evival has not been effected by fortuitous | by which free government can be perpetua. | the state, aided alone by the reservations and
hmstances, or by speculative operations, | ted. donations of the federal government. Un-
by expansion of a paper medium of cur-| In the state of Mississippi, every free  der this system eduétition has succeeded to
f; nor is it believed by me to be owing | white male person who has attained the age 'sgme extent, even far better than eould have
oy act of Legislature of this state, or the | of majority, is armed with the right of suf-| been expected from such a crude and im-
¢l States, or even of any portion of the | frage. The fundamental law, and therefore | perfect system, owing, as I suppose, to the
il fivorable to commeree. It has been | the general Legislation of the state have all | liberal vnlnnlnr}"_r'm&.lnhul|unf- of the citizens
@l (in my opinion,) by the natural | been madeto present a similar aspect; they | of the state. Yet it has not succeeded so
il things. Nacogify hos imposed an the | each vegard all men as equal, and seek to| well as is desirablo by all good eitinons, and

s of 1dleless, prodigality basclessmnm!d to ull an equal portion of power in | especially the votaries of free government.
lation, banking and gambling, habits | the arrangement and conduet of public af- There is a great number of individuals in
busiry and economy. Hence, the re- | fairs. In such a system of government it is| this state, whoare uneducated.  The census
i of business is the natural result of in- | obvious that education combining both moral | returns of the year A, 1. 18140 shows, that
v, economy and time, which have and intellectual cuiture, is a matter of prima- | at that time there was about one-fifteenth of
bl by the Bankrupt Law) swept off a|ry public interest, which requires and even | the whole free white population of” the state
nporton of the debts and emburrssaments | demands the assistance and fostering care of  who had passed the age of twenty years,
e people, created by the disasters of | the government of the state. Education in | who could not read and write.  T'his must
{ (leness, prodigality, gambling and |republics or free governments, is not merely impose a pang of regret on the reflections

present, laborunder heavy burdens, Ishull | poor, when they attain to the ave of muior

contend, and cndeavor to demonstrate that | ty and take upon !!uqn«ulrc;'ln‘: 0! l:mﬁn;'
it wiil not inercuse the burdens of the peo- citizens to munuee, t'.ul‘.t‘ll.l(‘l. .-md“-utl::mil:?«tt;

ple, but on the contrary, that it will dimin- tlncirgurerumcm”upon prinei 'lua ¢;I't-: uui‘n‘—-r
ish them. T'his ohjection weuld be remov- | and to exereise equal pm\"ef cu'm,.-’ . ‘i
ed, il the amount voluntanly eontributed by | benefits from their gnvenmm;l. ey

e Pt s || L e eyt Ch o
i ST e '1;‘..1."[-¢-;{|.‘-u ”“]; oz {_‘:ée\m_\_ an-h“ ing, that i you establish
he unrresate contdbitions - I:I' , \ m of common and primary free
!lmth .-\.\..“i“n | ,-:.I \':'i!‘_:-.;r.{.t-r!::- jt“{ ::”r:ﬁi ,ﬂc.rn:f.‘l:;. l]ql;lll‘\[;ll:l “"1” Pf‘_‘]!luu:(- 1.(Im-:nrm_1 in
[225% I ané W ekt 1ho. Kie gt the S0 I« 1:11 you will at the same time
(& 3 ¢ ! wliars peryear, reduce the burdens which now  heavily op-
and that one-half or more of the amount is | press the people.  Shonld yon effeet "these
annually expended in this state. By refor- | great and desirable ohjects of promoting ed-
enee to the eensus veturns of the United | veation and of reducing the burdens of the
States of J une, A. 1% 1810, we have some | people, 1 alse flatter myeelf that the time is
date from \w."lltcll 10 nsec ri:‘.%‘u the m}mhur ol not very remote, I Il‘r'.-'vully hope that ;each
persons subject to tuition from their age— of you may see the light of that day, :-ulwn
and, by estimating the cost of that numbher | the rich and the pﬂm.ﬂ\\'ilh one voice, when
by the ordinary rates of tuition, we can come | your countriy's voice will consider you the
w a correct eonclusion what that number of  greatest benefactors of the age, and will
students should cost annvally.  We find, by | thank you, even bless vou for your most
reference to such census returne, that the | noble of all efforts. The most enviable
number of persons in the state, who are o- | position, the highest honor and e most er-
ver five years of age and under fiftcen, and  during immortality, avached to the names
who, on account of their age, should be and memory of our revolutionary warriors,
scholars or students ut gchool, is 49,085.—  statesmen and sages for their swruggle in ob-
l'lmn the gupposition, that the witon of t:liuinpln'\‘ foree from the hands of tvrants
cach of this number costs one dollar per and establishing the blessings of a free and
month, and twelve dollars per year, {which | republican form of government, The next
is a very low estimate,) the aggiegate tui- | grade of honor is in reserve and will wreath
ton of the whole wonld amount for one the brow of those who are most active, ef-
year to %598,632, and for six months one | ficient and suecessful in perpetuating that
hall of that sum, smounting to $209,316. inestimable blessing. In connection with
‘Ihis shows pretty aceurately what hus been, | the subject of common and primary schools,
or ¢t least what should have been, the a-11 would call to your consideration the pro-
mount of tuftion for the year and for £ix priety of extending the necessary assistance
months, nnd therefare what the voluntary | of the state, to the higher grades of schools,
contributions of the citizens did or should | that is to Academies and colleges, (of both
Lieretotore have amounted to.  In the maode | publie and private endowment,) and to the
suggested by me, upon the supposition that | state university. 1 am inelined to the o-
each county in the state contains twenty in- pinion, that itis a duty imperatively enjoined
habited townships and vpon the additional  on the Legislature to put the univz-rsity into
supposition thut it would require $400 for | successful operation without unreasonable
each year when added to the proceeds of the | delay, and in the mean time to colleet and
school lands of such township to defray the | secure to it the funds which properly belongs
expenses of a eehool in each township, and | to it, and which at the present, are as | fear
one-hall of that sun (8200) for six months | and regret to say, in a hazardous condition.
of each year, (which 15 a large estimate, I would not be understood, however, here
and would protmbly defray the expenses oftas yiclding wp the -eommon-—schooi sy Eem
a school in a majority of the townships for | for the success of higher grades of schools.

. | o A nass -
onie year,) the number of schools would be | Under the provisions of the late act of the

& ve also accumulated, at the various
fuslerable commereial points, in safe
fds, operating in - the regular and natural
hinels of commerce, a large and unexam-
b supply of sound metalic currency, and
kconducted a reasonable portion of such
tey into the pockets of industry, there

foundation on which it stands. Indeed it is

kingoperations, Indusiry, economy and | the ornament of the political edifice; it is the of the philanthropist and patriot.

I suggest to the lesislare the propriciy

demonstrated by reason and experience and | of altering the system (if it ean be called 2

. . |
by the history and science of government,

system as it now exists in this state,) and of

that education is the basis, the main piller remedying the erying evil of negleeting the

and brace which supports, maintains and
perpetuates republican government, and that
without éducation, the fair and ever to be

edueation of the youth of the state, and al-
so the propriety of extending pecuniary aid
to the system adopted, It is the solemn

uan without danger of depreciation, un- i adored fabric of free and republican govern-| convictions of my mind, that itis one of the

ﬁulrmi to bie used in the enmmon trans-

ment, must erumble into ruins, and must

highest and most imperative duties enjoined

of life. We have good reasons to|crush in its disastrous fall, not only those on the legislature, without deluy, to establish
fithe hope that the revival of business, | who, in false and fatal security have taken |a general system of cducation in the stae,
e prosperity produced in the commu- [up their abode within it, but also may blest| and to support that system with pecuniary
bbereby will be permanent, and to fe- | for ever, the last prospect of the voters of| aid from the state, I feel that it 1s an im-
fie ourselves upon the dawn of a new, liberty and free government throughout the | perative, high, and gacred duty enjoined on

Porutand even glorious era in commerce | world, Then, education is indispensible to | me by my official station to present the sub-
e,  We have but one serious ob-
B now apparent, that can arrest, in any
il period of time, the returning current
Ur prosperity, that is the limited and de-
opinion, which appears to prevail
‘igreat majority of those who would
ey do not,) govern the world, that they
fince the interests of the people in
Fpeclive countries in which tﬁcy live,
““%llng commeree with protective tar-
"% and prohibitory impost duties.—
Y expect with perfect certainty, the
ical recurrence of speculations, fluctu-
P and disasters, that will convulse the
ed world, nntil we adopt universal
.  or seriously approximate thereto;
| '10.an unrestricted barter or exchange
"rplus productions of one country for
"ictions of another, By this course
fde, the wants of all will be supplied
::heapcst manner, and commerce,
.3 and credit will be established in
“d permanent channels. The fact
b retted, that the government of
States, recurring to the protective

' Which is regarded in all other coun-

one of the most odious features of | P

: K and despotic power, and held
orrence by the great mass of the
: lately (as has also nearly every
M power of Europe, except En-
o the convulsive struggle to throw
. oarrasement of the times, increased
"! ontrade, and hos re-enacted tariff
M" rigorous, oppressive and intoler-
U any which have heretofore existed
h, ted States,

free government. I am satisfied beyoad ject of education in strong terms to the eon-

reasonable doubt, that the wide diffusion of

| moral and intellectual education extended to |

the masses of the people of the United States,
and the controling influence which the same
exerted over their actions and conduct not
only . established, but also perpetuates the
civil polity which has so long and so happily
prevailed in the federal and state govcrn-i
ments. |

"T'he conflicts of opinion and the collisions |
of apparent adverse interests which do and,
for ever may be expected to arise, under our|
form of government, extending asitdoes its|
dominion over a large and extended territo-
ry and a great variety of pursuits, have, in
the United States, hitherto been adjusted by |
enlightened public opinion, exercised thro' |
the medium of the elective franchise and
the tribunals established by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the land. Even the ocea-
sional threats of armed resistance to alleged |
wrongs, which have occurred in the Unitcd:
States, have uniformly been condemned by
an enlightened and dispassionate public
judgment, always speedily and happily sup-
ressed and terminated without destructive
confliet. Far different is the history of our
neighboring republies. There the fierce
civil wars that have raged and still continue, |
with unabated fury, arising, as I suppose,
from their attempt to_reconcile order with
freedom among p;?iple. the great mass of
whom are uneducated, ignorantand immoral,
presents to the mind a strikinﬁ contrast to
the peaceful and more eminently successful |
means by which all the legitimate ends of
vernment have been accomplished

1

sideration of the legislature,  Although the
suggestion may be considered rash, even in-
disereet, by seme, yet as this message will,
in all probability, be the last official aet
which I shall have the honor to perform in
the legislative councils of the state, T fecl
under the most solemn obligations to pre-
sent the subject, so as not to be misunder-
stood, and to urge its consumation. I there-
fore cheerfully make the suggestion and fer-
vently hope that it may be carried out.

As a mode of establishing schools and
promoting education in the state, I snggest
to your consideration the propriety ol es-
tablishing a common and primary free
school, in each and every inhabited town-
ship in the state, under the direction of the
law, and the boards of connty police of the
respective eounties, or such other persons as
may be designated by the law—for six
months in each yearat least, and of levying
a tax on the persons and property of the ci-
tizens of the state suflicient to defray the
reasonable expenses of such schools, when
added to the profits arising from the school
lands in the respective townships. It is
universally admitted that education should
be promoted. Itis desirable that this should
be done in the cheapest successful manner.
I have sugeested this mode, believing that
it will promote education more successfully,
and at a less expense than any other mode,
[would not presume to contend that the mode
suggested is without objection, but [ flatter
myself that objeetions, which may be urged
with apperent foree and justice, may yicld
upon investigation.

1,140, and would cost, annually, a tax a-
mounting to $456,000, and for one-hall of
that time, (six months,) for each year one
hall of that amount, say $£228,000. pon
this hypothesis it will be found, that the
mode suggested by me will furnish 1,140
schools per year, at $142,632 less cost than
the present sysiem does, or should, if the
pupils or persons who should be, are edu-
eated, and would furnish the some number
of seliools for six months of cach year at
£71,316 less cost than the pregent mode.—
Besides the mode by me suggested would
reduce tuition from $12 per year to a {iae-
tion over seven dollars per year,  Then the
mode suggested by me would, instead of in-
ereasing {lie burdens ol the people, greatly
diminish them. 1 so none would cbject to
the mode, who would not desire the burdens
of the people to be continued.

Others may urge other objections fur in-

stance, that taxes would be imposed on some
without a corresponding advantage. 'This
may be true in a penurious and limited sense.
It is true that some would hiave to pay school
tax, who haveno children to edueate.  "This
would be an expense W ithout profit, to some
extent, but in an enlightened and just view
of the subject the whole community, as well
those who have not, as those who have
children 10 eduecate, would be benefitted.—
Edueation diffused extends protection to the
life, liberty and property of the citizens, by
causing peace, quict and stability in the
government, this  besides  guarentecing
liherty and making life more desirable, en-
hanees the value of the property of the citizen
oreatly beyond the amount of tax required
to defray the cost of education.

Some additional advantages would be at-
tendant on the mode su_r:gﬂsl.(‘tl, and which
would not and pechaps could not be enjoyed

without it.  For mstance, eduention would :

be hrought within reach of every cilizen,

many of wlom from their local situations |

(althongh able to pay ordinacy tuition) could
not without the mode suggested, enjoy the
advantare of schools, 'The greatest advan-
tage that would attend the mode suggested,
is that it would bring education within reach
of the poor,who are unable otherwise 1o
obtain the benefit of education. By the free
school mode suggested, education is extend-
ed to the children of the poor man, w hether
such man is poor by misfortune or other-
wise, to the children of the bereaved poor
widow, be tlie cause of her poverty what it
muy, and last though not least, to the de-

seried disconsolate poororphan,  The free |

school system, like republican government,
considers all equal and educates all equal.—

Legislature, entitled “an act for the colleetion
apd investment of the seminary fund® ap-
proved July 26th, 1843, I tendered the of-
fice of Commissioner of the seminary fund
to George A. Thompson, of Yallobusha
county, who advised me that he would ae-
cept the same,  He has not as yet qualified
and taken upon himself the trust, on account
of the sickness of - himself, as I have since
been advised, 1 expeet, however, that he
will qualify in a short time,

I'he financial condition of the state treas-
ary claims your attention.  T'he state treas-
ury is still subjeet to ponderous debts,  ‘1'he
prineipal debts of the state consists of fun-
ded warrants of the auditor on the state
treasurer aud the ontstanding warinnts of
the auditor on the state treasurver, and first
mstalments of the bonds of the state issu-
cd under the provisions of the charter of
the Planters Bunk of the state and the in-
terest which has aceured on said bonds for
several years past. T am unable to state ar-
curately the amountof the liabilities of (he
state, owing in part to the deranged eondi-
tion of the books in the office of the state
treasurer, caused by the neglect, defuleation
and embezzelment of the late state treasur-
er, Richard 8. Graves and to the fact that
no account has herctofore been kept at the
treasurer’s oflice, of the state bonds issued
on account of the Planters Bank and the in-
terest aceruing thercon—such amount hav-

'ing been kept by the Planters Bank. 1
would here state that the present state treas-
urer has so arranged the books of that office,
that the same when brought up, will present
the liabilities of the state aceurately exeept
‘:15 to the bonds of the state and the interest

illwrvun. The. assessment of taxas for the
vear A, D). 1842, ineluding the licenee of

'retailers, hawkers and pedlars and brokers,
g0 far as the returns have been made to the

‘auditor’s oflice, amounts 10 $316,120 63.—
The assessment A, D. 1842, so far as re-
turned, amount to $30%,270 77§, These

‘amounts will be slightly increased when the

'residue of the assessments are added.—-

'These assessments are snbject to heavy re-
duction for the cost of assessing and collect-

! ing, for the appraisment of lands and for in-
solvencies. 1 am not able to say what the

'nett annual revenue of the state will amount

toy under the present revenue law. Iam
however, atistied beyond doubt that the re-

' venue under the present law, is not sufficient
to pay the current expensesofiatheistate and

the debts of the state ag&
It is not only an aet
state, but it is also, as 1 oOnRS

‘st of the state, to discharge (I

*USual ay, 1 { g-ood e
' eraloc{'I::?:;?\iienﬁogt: fd}: and Pﬂg?Pemated by the people of our repub-| ~ As I apprehend that the great -objection

Y war, either foreign or domestic, |lic. In my opinion the difference in the | that will be urged against the mode mg-,%r«t-
of years. On this account, as a progress of the two people, inhabiting the 'ed, will be owing (o 115 cosl, and the "I“'
"t destiny has heen peculiary fortu- ' same continent, will be fonnd to have its dens which it would impese o the peopie.

It extends its enlightening influencego the |due, in the shortest practicable perio
vouth of the country, rich or poor, upon'to provide means for the pay ‘of the
ol perfeet equality. It makes the | debts not due, by the time F]lo eame fall due.
intrv, hoth the rich and the Ttis a matter in my opinion, of the firet

principles
vouth ol 11]!‘ (o]
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